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GEOG/GIS 130 

List of Past Projects 
As of 2017-03-03 

 

The following is a list of past projects GIS 130 students have completed. This list is intended to help 

you conceive an original idea for your own project. You may also propose an entirely different idea. 

 

Study of the public utilities in the Arrowbear unincorporated area in the San Bernardino Mountains. A 

student searched for and assembled development data (Census, existing utilities such as sewer and 

water lines, storm water drainage, roads, etc.) to recommend improvements for the provision of these 

services to the local residences. 

 

Study of local food deserts areas within the larger San Bernardino urban area. A student took existing 

land use data in the form of residential land and compared the distribution of people with the location 

of supermarkets that provide healthy fruit and vegetable products.  The resulting choropleth map 

showed areas that are relatively well-served and those not. 

 

Three water-technology students assembled a database for a local water district in Moreno Valley.  They 

showed district facilities in the form of storage tanks, distribution lines, transmission lines from the 

water authority providing the water.  They showed the district boundaries and developed statistics on 

the number of residential population and residences as well as statistics about other land use 

categories. 

 

One student did a study about beehive collapse disorder in the US.  The student prepared a series of 

choropleth maps by county and state showing the extent and chronological development of the bee 

colony collapse syndrome.  

 

A group of students studied the distribution of cooling centers in Riverside County and compared the 

distribution of cooling centers with the presence of vulnerable population such as the elderly and the 

very young.  Areas of sufficient cooling resources were noted as well as areas, particularly in the warmer 

parts of Riverside County, where there were insufficient resources. 

 

A student used GIS to study the distribution of existing bikeways with respect to existing parks and 

schools. 

 

 

Other ideas (from other classes outside Valley College): 

 

Studied potential locations for outdoor fitness boot-camps in the Inland Empire. They came up with the 

criteria for what made a good location and used GIS to show maps of potential locations choropleth of 

population statistics justifying the locations. 

 

A student who worked for a local casino used GIS to determine the best places to locate bus stops to 

pick up casino customers. The analysis looked at areas with demographic variables that make up their 

ideal customer. 
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A student used GIS to map the emergency services facilities around his company’s construction sites and 

develop a safety and hazard mitigation plan for each construction facility. 

 

A student performed an analysis of home foreclosure locations to determine areas where the law firm 

they worked for may want to concentrate marketing and outreach efforts. 

 

One student invented an ice cream vendor company and used GIS to analyze demographic variables and 

target the best places to place ice cream trucks at particular times of the day. 

 

One student used GIS to map tax-foreclosed properties that were up for sale by the county and used 

other demographic variables and features to isolate lots that would be attractive to older aged 

consumers looking to retire. 

 


